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DETAILED ACTION 



l. 



The claim (i.e., the sole claim) is presented for examination. 



2. 



An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent prosecuting 



procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this field usually acts as a 
liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure 
the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a 
patent is largely dependent upon skillful preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting 
an attorney or agent. Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for sale by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
3 . This application is informal in the arrangement of the specification. Please see the Additional 
Remarks Section below to properly follow the guidelines, which illustrate the preferred layout and 
content for patent applications. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



Please note the following as a guidance to place the application in better form. 
(A) Arrangement of the Specification 

The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except for the 
reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the drawings, each of the lettered items should appear in upper 
case, without underlining or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the section heading, the 
phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a Microfiche Appendix (see 37 CFR 1.96). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 



Additional Remarks 



1. 



Field of the Invention. 
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2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(I) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 

(B) Content of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a). The title of the invention should be placed at 
the top of the first page of the specification. It should be brief but technically accurate 
and descriptive, preferably from two to seven words. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1.78 and MPEP * 201.11. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and Development : See MPEP 1 3 10. 

(d) Reference to a Microfiche Appendix : See 37CFR 1 .96(c) and MPEP 1 608.05. The total 
number of microfiche and the total number frames should be specified. 

(e) Background of the Invention : The specification should set forth the Background of the 
Invention in two parts: 

(1) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the invention 
pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. patent 
classification definitions of the subject matter of the claimed invention. This 
item may also be titled A Technical Field. 

(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the related art known to the 
applicant and including, if applicable, references to specific related art and 
problems involved in the prior art which are solved by the applicant's invention. 
This item may also be titled A Background Art. 
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(f) Brief Summary of the Invention : A brief summary or general statement of the invention 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.73. The summary is separate and distinct from the abstract and 
is directed toward the invention rather than the disclosure as a whole. The summary may 
point out the advantages of the invention or how it solves problems previously existent in 
the prior art (and preferably indicated in the Background of the Invention). In chemical 
cases it should point out in general terms the utility of the invention. If possible, the 
nature and gist of the invention or the inventive concept should be set forth. Objects of 
the invention should be treated briefly and only to the extent that they contribute to an 
understanding of the invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s) : A reference to and brief 
description of the drawing(s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.74. 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention : A description of the preferred embodiment(s) of 
the invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description should be as short and specific 
as is necessary to describe the invention adequately and accurately. This item may also be 
titled "Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention." Where elements or groups of 
elements, compounds, and processes, which are conventional and generally widely 
known in the field of the invention described and their exact nature or type is not 
necessary for an understanding and use of the invention by a person skilled in the art, 
they should not be described in detail. However, where particularly complicated subject 
matter is involved or where the elements, compounds, or processes may not be 
commonly or widely known in the field, the specification should refer to another patent 
or readily available publication, which adequately describes the subject matter. 

(i) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP ' 608.0 l(m). The claim or claims must 
commence on separate sheet. (37 CFR 1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a plurality of 
elements or steps, each element or step of the claim should be separated by a line 
indentation. There may be plural indentations to further segregate subcombinations or 
related steps. 
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(j) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the disclosure as a whole in a single 

paragraph of 250 words or less on a separate sheet following the claims, 
(k) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP ' 608.02. 
(1) Sequence Listing : See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show the structure detail 
in the drawing as described in the specification (i.e., a photo concealed inside the card, the credit card 
number concealed on the front cover, and etc.) Any structural detail that is essential for a proper 
understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). A 
proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5 . Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office action. 
However, formal correction of the noted defect may be deferred until after the examiner has considered 
the proposed drawing correction. Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing correction will result in 
the abandonment of the application. 

Specification 

6. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and should 
include that which is new in 'the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a basic nature, the 
entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be directed to the entire 
disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or 
composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, 
particularly those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
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thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new 
technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of 
example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the invention and 
should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 
7. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a separate 
sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length 
since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form 
and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for 
consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the title. It 
should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," "The disclosure 
defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The claim is rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or operational 
language. The structure, which goes to make up the device, must be clearly and positively specified. The 
structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. 
The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

(a) The claim reads "help protect the mass number of credit card fraudulent activities by 
disclosing a hidden picture which appears as it is scanned". It is unclear how hidden picture of 
the card will help protect the mass number of credit card fraudulent activities. 

For examining purpose, the examiner interpreted the claim as follows: 
-A credit card comprising: a hidden picture thereon, wherein said hidden picture of the card 
appears as the card is scanned. - 

Appropriate clarification and correction is required in next communication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

10. The claim is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Soules 
et al. [US 5,522,623-referred as Soules]. 
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Soules teaches a credit card 10 5 20, 30 comprising a hidden picture 16, 26, 36 thereon , wherein 
said hidden picture of the card appears as the card is scanned (see the abstract; col. 6, lines 1+; col. 9, 
lines 5+; col. 10, lines 18+; and figures 1-3). 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Kruegle [US 4,222,662], Hass [US 2002/01 13373]; Hass et al. [US 5,957,458], Nelson et al. [US 
6,542,622], Cyr et al. [US 6,138,913], Barnhart et al. [US 5,984,367], Wen [US 6,286,761], Bardini [BR 
9003277 A], Dainippon [JP 1 1265 156 A] discloses a card with a hidden picture that can be retrieved. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to D. I. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-2399. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday through Thursday from 5:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




D. I. Lee 
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